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Dear Minister
Mathematics education in China

This year, I am fortunate enough to have an excellent student from Taiwan who is in one of my classgs.
She is a conscientious and hardworking student. It is an absolute pleasure to work with her. She has
been a great ambassador for Taiwan. ]

However, I have only found out in my last week of teaching before we break up for Christmas that she
has never ever learnt to use a scientific calculator. If I knew this a little earlier in the last three monthql
could have spent an hour with her to resolve this issue. It is an unfortunate timing and she is put t@ya
disadvantage position in her forthcoming examination in January.

My concern became wider after she told me her experience was the norm in Taiwan. I can sfill
remember this debate thirty odd years ago when I was in high school. Should students use four-figure
tables, slide rules and/or calculators? It is a moot point what my opinion was or is. I feel that it is rather
essential for high school graduates today to master appropriate tools for life in the 21st century.

It is my humble wish that you will look into the matter. If there is anything I can do to help, am at your
service.

Best Regards [ 9 J

ATERRMANBREEQ@HE
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